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Samsung I LE32C580 I £500
StylishSamsung32indeliversforfSOO
While consumer choice is rarely a bad
thing, the number of screens competing
for your cash can be bewildering - not
least in the 32in bracket, which remains
one of the most popular TVsizes around,
Add awealth of new features and it's no
wonder we see our online forums flooded
with TV buying questions on a daily basis.

Samsung is at least looking to keep
things simple with the LE32C580. But don't
go thinking that this means the spec list is
sparse; you'll still find a Freeview HD tuner
and support for connecting to DLNA-
enabled devices for media streaming.

Fine with SD.but best with hi-def
Offering four HDMI inputs and a USB input
for accessing music, movies and images
from USB a storage device, the set is
housed in a beautiful chassis that measures
just 8cm deep - ideal for wall-mounting.
If you don't fancy drilling holes and
messing with Rawlplugs, then it can
sit on its swivelling pedestal stand.

The Freeview HD picture, complete with
5.1 sound when available, is a sbarp, crisp
and clean image - as we'd expect - while a
flick to standard -definition channels shows
that even though they're clearly a step

down in resolution, they still hold up
pretty well. Sonically it's fairly decent too,
with clear dialogue and fair level of insight.

Watching DVD content, we let the
Samsung take care of the heavy lifting.
using its own internal scaler to make the
lower-resolution DVD content fit the
1920 x 1080 screen. It does a reasonable
job: classic test disc Training Day sees black
levels struggling to reveal fine details and
lacking solidity but it's otherwise a fairly
clean, sharp and colourful picture. Step up
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Rating *****
FOR Affordable; said Freeview HDtuner,
decent sound; coIourfuI, detailed picture

AGAINST Beaten by the best; not the last
word in picture refinement

VERDICT There's plenty to like here for the
money - and we've seen it even cheaper
already

Also consider
Panasonic TX-L32D25 £800
A tangible jump in features and performance

Sony KDL-32EX503 £620
Ifyou can't quite afford the class-leading Pana-
sonic, this budget Sony beats the 5amsung

Chord I Toucan I £800
Touca n do it for head phone and DAC duties
An high-end headphone amplifier with
a built-in digital-to-analogue converter
isn't something we've come across be-
fore. But should you need this blend of
talents, the Toucan is a great buy.

It's part of a newly expanded Chordette
range, which aims to deliver top-quality
sound in small. beautifully made packages.
And the tiny Toucan certainly packs it in:
there's two analogue inputs - an RCA plus
balanced XLR - and USB digital input.
Standard audio digital inputs, such as coax
and optical, aren't offered.

Better than a budget DAC
That's a shame, as the on-board DAC is
great. It's a big step ahead of budget units
such as Cambridge's DACMagic in terms of
transparency and dynamics, and not far
behind Stelle's £750 DAlOO Signature.

The Chord has two full-sized headphone
outputs. Both can be used together - and,
rather surprisingly doing, so doesn't dim
the overall perfonmance. That's great news,
because this is a fine headphone amplifier.

The Toucan sounds pure and massively
detailed. Straight from the box there's an
element of edge and aggression, but given a
few days worth of use this fades away
leaving a very natural, unexaggerated
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sound. From Dvorak to Drake, the Toucan
takes all music in its stride, delivering it in a
lively, entertaining and honest fashion.

There's a switchable filter to make
headphone imaging sound a little more
natural. It makes the sound less demand-
ing, but also less transparent; we left it off.

You'll need top headphones to make the
most of this Chord: something like the
£250 AKGK701 should be a bare minimum.

Our only gripe is that our test sample -
one of the first off the production line - had
an overly sensitive volume control.
The Toucan is a tiny, two-in-one triumph

- we can't wait to test the rest of the range.

Rating *****
FOR Pure, unexaggerated sound; impressive
detail resolution; excellent build; fine on-board
DAC;two headphone outputs

AGAINST Doesn't make sense with anything
less than high-end headphones

VERDICT The Toucan has an unusual mix of
features, but it's an impressive performer.

Also consider
Lehmann Black Cube Linear £750
This low-key design remains one of the best
stand-alone headphone amplifiers at this price
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