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Standing the pace
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For those who crave speed and
insight above bass and boom,
Wilson Benesch's Arc

standmounting loudspeaker is in
a class of one, says David Price...
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fact, they were so dextrous, so

dynamic (providing you could muster
an amplifier of at least 100V RMS
plus), so rhythmically engaging and so
spatial (yes, really, even though Ivor
had recently decreed the such a
thing as soundstaging didn't exist, if |
remember rightly?)! In fact, they were
so good that even my brother loved

oil, voodoo or a mnfbdnga very
cool brand — it's physics.What sets
these boxes apart is — at the risk of
being a tad too reductive — the
materials technology, which is nigh
on unique.

The innovative curved AC.T.
carbon fibre panels that were
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But at least hear me out?”

TECH TALK 1

The important thing to understarﬂl
about speakers is that, by and large,
any given product on the market is %
an assemblage of other people’s (




.

What you
need is the
lightest, stiffest,
tightest cabinet material
possible — and right now, that's
very probably carbon fibre...

The Arcs, however, don't sport
medium density fibreboard cabs;
they're carbon fibre. And even if
these things had the cheapest,
nastiest Chinese OEM drive units
inside (and they don't, by the way),
then boy can you hear it. Or rather,
boy, you can't hear it. Because — as
you'll read later — boom, plodding
bass and fruity, rich colouration ‘came
there none'...

The next best thing about the

So, t

42Hz and 30ch:. and -3& at 45Hz
and 25kHz with 88dB at Imetre on
axis. 283V input [see MEASURED
PERFORMANCE].

Still, they're no stroll in the park
for an amplifier — especially when
you consider their quoted 6 ohm
nominal load - and methinks the likes
of the brilliant Sugden A21a (my fave
£1,000 integrated) would be going
‘absent without leave’ at the merest
sniff of the WBs.You're really talking
100W RMS to tickle the Arcs; | used
them with the TacT SDA2175 power
amp and the Musical Fidelity X-150
integrated, both of which made an
extremely nice noise with them.

The crossover frequency is

SkHz; the midrange crossover is
first order, the tweeter crossover
second order. Selected
polypropylene capacitors and air
cored inductors are used
throughout. Internal wiring is
multi strand silver plated

// copper, PTFE jacketed cable

harnesses, with soldered
connections throughout and shert
path PCB design is used. Links are
supplied for single or biwire
applications, with in-house machined
gold plated copper alloy terminals.
WB quote a power handling of
200W peak unclipped programme —
which tallies with my experience.
Internal volume is 10.5litres and
weight | | kg apiece. They have the
option of bespoke stands, which
stand the speakers 950mm from the
floor and make each speaker weigh
28kg. The standard finish is polymer
coated alloy, although real wood
veneers are an option.

SOUND QUALITY

The easiest way to describe the Arcs
is to imagine a Quad ESL-57 shrunk
by a factor of three.There's
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MDF boxes introduce. This means
that — despite the obvious frequency
extension — they don't sound big,
powerful and physical in the way
that, say, Cerwin Vegas do. They don't
euphonise the sound, make it easy,
soft, satisfying or benign on the ear.
Rather, you get what's coniing to

Light of the World's ‘Time', a
classic slice of early eighties jazz funk,
is a case in point. There's no massive,
room-filling, flare-flapping physicality
here. Instead, bask in the amazing
midband insight, complete with it's
superb soundstaging and projection.
The music is upfront and in your face
all right, throwing right out into the
room (unconstrained by wooden
boxes, sure enough) but unlike most
loudspeakers which project like stage
lighting, these don't rely on excessive
mid-forwardness to do the trick.

This is an interesting point. Rule
one in the speaker designer’s
textbook is that, if you want ear-
shredding forward impact, crank up
the midband. This done, speakers will
certainly push out into the room and
sound impressive. However, the
Wilson Benesches perform this trick
whilst still sounding civil and smooth
in the midband.This is precisely what
| found fascinating about them when
| first heard them; they're not
raucous or rowdy, yet they push out
into the room with a glass-like
clarity. Must be the combination of
those carbon fibre cabinets and
those couth, finessed drive units...

It's also for this reason that
music such as this works so well
with the Arcs; they're super fast. The
lack of bass overhang will unnerve
those used to conventionally
cabineted speakers, but thrill them
too. There's no boom, but there’s
oodles of punch and grip and speed
and good old unreconstructed shove.
The WBs push the groove of the

OCTOBER 2005 HI-FI WORLD

1



REFERENCE SYSTEM:
Pioneer PL-L1000/Koetsu
Whest Audio PS20/MSU20

MF Audio Passive Preamp
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musical enjoyment — is a bonus. Just

and source.

i & [ ]
match with a warm, sweet amplifier ’ ,, f ’

WILSON BENESCH ARC £2,400
INC STANDS

Wilson Benesch Ltd.

(' +44(0) 1142 852656
www.wilson-benesch.com

MEASURED PERFORMANCE

The small Arcs have a fairly
pranounced frequency respanse lift
around 1kHz, our analysis shows.
Above this output slowly falls by 4dB
overall at 16kHz and this was audible in
the pink noise test signal, which
sounded very smooth and easy, free
from hiss and light in nature.

Normally, pink noise rumbles but
not in this case, as the Arcs reach
down smoothly to 63Hz before rolling
off and the port is tuned to this
frequency. However, measuring —6dB
at 40Hz the Arc can also reproduce
lower frequencies. In most rooms it
should work fairly nicely with nodal
frequencies to give a fast, controlled
sound, free from the LF boom of nodal
overdrive which the larger Curve can
suffer. The Arc is a ported reflex, but
the ports are underneath, so it must be
used on the stand provided. Close-to-
wall use is appropnate.

Sensitivity was normal enough
at 87dB, good considering this is a
7Tohm loudspeaker — a high
impedance nowadays. The
impedance curve is flat, meaning
the Arc is almost a perfect
resistor, storing no energy in
reactance. This is great for all
amps, including valve amps.
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The Arc will project well and sound
quite forward, due to its measured
response peaking. It's tailored for near
wall use and small-to-medium rooms. In
measured terms it is carefully wrought
to offer a smooth sound and a very
easy amp load. NK
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